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Sunday, December 20th, 2020  
Fourth Sunday in Advent 

LOVE 
 

Let there be a season 
when holiness is heard, and 

the splendor of living is revealed. 
Stunned to stillness by beauty 

we remember who we are and why we are here. 
 

Let this be the time 
we wake to life, 

like spring wakes, in the moment 
of winter solstice. 

 

excerpts from the poem ‘Winter’s Solstice’ – The Rev. Dr Rebecca Ann Parker 

 

We Gather in Community, as We Lean into the LightWe Gather in Community, as We Lean into the Light  

As the music begins, we are invited to 
prepare ourselves for worship. 

 

Music to Gather Us 
 

Welcome & Announcements  
 

 Gathering Words  
 

One: Make way! 
Make space! 
This is Advent! 

ALL: The waiting and the wondering; 
The normal and the not-so normal; 
The longing and the dreaming; 
The birth of the sacred. 
This is Advent! 

One: Into the darkness of our world; 
Into the darkness of our lives; 
Into the darkness of these days; 
The light of God comes. 

ALL: ‘A light shines in the darkness, 
And the darkness can never put it out’ 

One: This is Advent! 
ALL: All this, and so much more. 
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We Prayerfully Pause and Cup our Hands - 
A Gesture to Remind Us We are God’s Mangers - 

Holy Light is Birthed Through Us. 
 

Twilight, then darkness, 
night falls and candles glow. 

Gently surrounding us 
a new birth of hope. 

Watching, waiting, awak’ning 
a new birth of hope. 

 

Twilight, then darkness…. 
a new birth of peace. 

 

Twilight, then darkness… 
a new birth of joy. 

 

Twilight, then darkness… 
a new birth of love. 

 

offered by our Choir 
“Advent Chant”; words & music: Phil Porter & Elaine Kirkland 

in Seasons of the Spirit 

 

Advent Gathering Litany  
 

One: Come donkey, cow and dove. 
ALL: Come shepherds from fields afar. 
One: Come singing angels. 
ALL: Come woolly sheep. 
One: Christ is born for you! 
ALL: Come seekers, come dreamers. 
One: Come worriers, come wanderers. 
ALL: Christ is born for you! 
One: Come neighbours, come strangers. 
ALL: Come friends, old and new. 
One: Christ is born for you! 
ALL: Come lovers and beloved ones of God. 
One: Christ is born for us! 
ALL: All of us! 

adapted from Gathering ACE 2013 
 

We are Gathered in Prayer  
 

Another year passes. 
And, here we are again. 
We hope. We despair. 

We peace. We war. 
We joy. We sorrow. 

We Love. 
And the greatest of these is Love. 

 

from Janice MacLean – ‘The Prayer Bench’ 
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God of Advent, 
   continue to open our eyes 
   to what we need to see. 
Open our ears  
   to what we need to hear. 
Open our minds 
   to what we need to know. 
Open our hearts 
   to what we need to bear. 
Open our hands  
   to what we need to give. 
Open our lives 
   to what we need to receive. 
Open our very beings 
   to love: 
Holy Love made flesh. 

adapted from ‘Open our Eyes’ – Ruth Burgess 

 

Look to the light it’s shining. 
Open your eyes and see 

that there’s love enough for the whole wide world 
enough for you and me. 
Open your eyes and see. 

 

offered by our Choir 
adapted words from “Look to the Light” by Pat Mayberry 

 

We Lean into the Light of Love. 
Our PUC 2020 Giving & Living Calendar 

 

The season of Advent challenges us 
to see God’s light – to be God’s light: 
In our giving and through our living. 

Hope shining through Jesus, 
Hope shining through each of us. 

Peace shining through Jesus, 
Peace shining through each of us. 

Joy shining through Jesus, 
Joy shining through each of us. 

Love shining through Jesus, 
Love shining through each of us. 

 

We Light our Advent Candles… 
 

We Join in Song Through our Actions…. 
 

This little light of mine 
I’m gonna let it shine 

This little light of mine 
I’m gonna let it shine 
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This little light of mine 
I’m gonna let it shine 

Let it shine, all the time, let it shine 
 

Our children are invited to make their way to the Church Hall for their Sunday Gathering. 
 
 

We Open Ourselves to WisdomWe Open Ourselves to Wisdom  
 

Deep, deep and still. 
Holy is the silence. 

Our cares are set aside for a time. 
Sacred is the hush that falls upon us, 

that calls upon us to listen, listen, 
listen to the voice sublime,  

of truth, deep and still, 
Holy in the silence, 

within us and around us now. 
 

words & music by Scott Kearns 

offered by Cecely Gilby 
 

We Listen to the Good News of God’s Love       John 1 selected verses     

       ‘Living Here Amongst Us’ 
 

In this moment, in this place, 
all is wonder, all is grace. 

In this moment, in this place, 
We are one. 

 

offered by Rhonda Brown 
‘All is Wonder’  words & music by Trisha Watts ~Season of the Spirit 2012-13 

 
Contemporary Words of Wisdom ‘In The Darkness’ 

from the pen and heart of Ruth Burgess - Winter  (with adaptation) 

 

In this moment, in this place, 
all is wonder, all is grace. 

In this moment, in this place, 
We are one. 

 
 

offered by Rhonda Brown 
‘All is Wonder’  words & music by Trisha Watts ~ Season of the Spirit 2012-13 

 

We Gather Around the Table of Faith 
and Share the Gifts of God’s Love 

  

One: Come, all who seek to share hope, to live peace,  
to spread joy, to be love. 

Come, celebrate the gifts of this day. 
Come, celebrate this gift of each other. 

Come, celebrate the gift of faith. 
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Come, celebrate the gifts of enfolding darkness and emerging light 
and ever-present love. 

 

May a heart of love dwell with you and in you. 
ALL: And also in you 

 

One: Let us take a moment to honour the gift of God’s love  
that dwells in each one of us. 

 

We take time to greet one another with a gesture of love & peace. 
 

A Story to Gather Us at Table… 
 

One: Come to be comforted 
   in the story of Bethlehem-‘House of Bread’. 
 

Come to be comforted at this table 
   by a handful of bread  and a cup of love, 
   that will stay with us always. 

 

ALL: At this table we remember God’s promises 
   of Emmanuel – God-With-Us. 
Light and love enfleshed;  

 dwelling with us. 
 

One: We remember the sacred story, 
   that happened for an anxious mother 
   and a fear-filled father. 

 

We remember the baby, 
   who grew up to heal people, 
   and love them unconditionally, 
   and teach them with strange parables, 
   that made the powerful angry. 

 

We remember how he gathered with his community 
and broke unleavened bread 

   and poured wine and love freely. 
 

We remember his words and actions that continue 
   to hold before us a vision of a time 
   when all of God’s beloved will 
   live in peace and be led in peace, hope, joy and love. 

 

So we come. 
 

ALL: We come to be comforted at this table 
   by a handful of bread  and a cup of love, 
   that will stay with us always. 

today’s story & liturgy are inspired & adapted from  
Advent 2 - 2020 Communion Liturgy by Maren Tirabassi 

 

May the bread of life enfold us, 
may the wine instill that love, 

of the Christ child, long foretold us, 
now proclaim from heaven above. 
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Come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ the newborn King. 

 

offered by our Choir 
tune: Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 

May God’s blessing be on our hands  
and the bread in them; 

on our lips and the grapes we lift to them. 
 

We Pause in Prayer… 
 

May we who are journeying to the manger 
always have room 

to hold within ourselves the Christmas Child. 
 

May we who have shared in these sacred gifts 
learn to live fully, and to share freely, 

all that we have and are. 
 

So may Emmanuel  – God with us and for us – 
be once again incarnated in the world. 

 

and joining our prayers and lives as one, we pray...  Our Father… 
 

We Respond and Prepare to Move into the WorldWe Respond and Prepare to Move into the World  
  

We Give Thanks for the Multitude of Gifts That Enrich our Ministry 
 

-We Celebrate the Ministry of Mission & Service  
 

And we come, too, with gifts of our own 
as rich and as precious as gold. 

Gifts of the spirit and gifts of the heart 
offering wealth untold, offering wealth untold. 

 

Follow the star of the night, 
Star of wonder, star so bright, 

Offer your gifts whatever they are, 
Be not afraid, Follow the star. 

 

offered by Randy Gilby 
words & music Joyce Poley 

“Follow The Star” from’ Would You Like to Hold the Baby?’ 

 
We Go into Our Week and Our World to Be the Light of Love! 
 

I asked for hope. You came to my side. 
I asked for peace. You offered your presence. 

I asked for joy. You lit my journey. 
I asked for love. You gave me yourself. 

adapted from words by David Adam 
 

Emmanuel, 
God-With-Us 

Enfold us. 
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Lead us. 
Empower us. 

Bless us. 
 

Ministry of Music ‘Run, Shepherds!’ 

 
Music to Send Us Out into the World  ‘Welcome Christmas” 

offered by Mark Mackenzie, on organ. 

A place of welcome… 
A place of learning… 

A place of exploring… 
A place of laughter… 
A place of prayer… 

A holy place… 
A people of faith making a difference 

in our community and our world. 
WELCOME 

Y�ur fi�a�cia� gifts �ay be p�aced i� �fferi�g p�ates  
at the e�tra�ce t� the Sa�ctuary� 

P�ease stay safe� P�ease wear a �as�� P�ease s�cia� dista�ce whe� p�ssib�e� 

This week's bulletin is dedicated in celebration of family & friendsThis week's bulletin is dedicated in celebration of family & friendsThis week's bulletin is dedicated in celebration of family & friendsThis week's bulletin is dedicated in celebration of family & friends    
by Carolyn Moore.by Carolyn Moore.by Carolyn Moore.by Carolyn Moore.    

Later today …. Later today …. Later today …. Later today …. Carols at DuskCarols at DuskCarols at DuskCarols at Dusk    
 

Our PUC Choir and Worship Committee invite you and your 
family & friends to Join Them in an Informal Carol Sing at 
Judy & Rollie MacDonald’s Spectacular Christmas Tree.  

We Gather @ 4:15 pm,  
singing our way into the darkness of the night,  

surrounded by the light of Christmas. 

Merry Christmas from Mary-Beth, Sandy & your PUC Musical Friends! 
 

Copies of our just released CD ‘Lean Into the Light of Music ’ 
featuring a selection of our favourite Advent-Christmas 

Songs & Music from this year and last year are  

available at the back of the Sanctuary. 
 

Included are copies of a ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’ 
Christmas Devotional which draws upon music  

contained in the CD. 

Please share these gifts of love with your family & friends. 
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TODAY! JOIN US FOR A SUNDAY STROLLA SUNDAY STROLLA SUNDAY STROLLA SUNDAY STROLL! 
A 30 minute walk on the Jitney Trail. deCoste Parking lot @ 11:45 am. 

Bring comfortable shoes & warm clothes. For more info see Sally O’Neill. 

 

Monday, Dec 21 7:00 pm ‘‘O Holy Night’ Worship  see announcement 

Tuesday, Dec.22 7:00 pm 
♫ Choir Practice 

Thursday, Dec.24 7:00 pm Outside Christmas Eve Worship 

in ‘Spirit Glen’ 

Next Sunday 
 

 

We will not be gathering in-person,  
rather you are invited to join us  

on Facebook and YouTube for a repeat  
presentation of “Christmas in August” worship. 

 

Also remember our ‘Lean Into the Light of Music’  
Christmas Devotional & CD  
are available for your use. 

Wednesday, Dec 23 8:00 am PUC Healthy Lifers 

Today 4:15 pm ‘Carols At Dusk” @ Judy & Rollie MacDonald’s Tree 

Happy New Year & Epiphany!  
Worship Plans for Sunday, January 3rd  

 

IIII    n order to o	er the gift of a n order to o	er the gift of a n order to o	er the gift of a n order to o	er the gift of a ‘‘‘‘pausepausepausepause’ ’ ’ ’ to your PUC Sta	 there will be to your PUC Sta	 there will be to your PUC Sta	 there will be to your PUC Sta	 there will be 

NONONONO    inininin----person worship January 3person worship January 3person worship January 3person worship January 3rdrdrdrd. Please stay tuned to our Pictou . Please stay tuned to our Pictou . Please stay tuned to our Pictou . Please stay tuned to our Pictou 

United Facebook Page as Rev. MUnited Facebook Page as Rev. MUnited Facebook Page as Rev. MUnited Facebook Page as Rev. M----B will Go Live at 10:30 B will Go Live at 10:30 B will Go Live at 10:30 B will Go Live at 10:30 amamamam    that Sunday with a that Sunday with a that Sunday with a that Sunday with a 

New YearNew YearNew YearNew Year----Epiphany time  for our spiritual nourishment.Epiphany time  for our spiritual nourishment.Epiphany time  for our spiritual nourishment.Epiphany time  for our spiritual nourishment.    
    

Please also remember your Please also remember your Please also remember your Please also remember your ‘‘‘‘Lean Into the Light of MusicLean Into the Light of MusicLean Into the Light of MusicLean Into the Light of Music’ ’ ’ ’ CD and the CD and the CD and the CD and the ‘12 ‘12 ‘12 ‘12 Nights Nights Nights Nights 

of Facebook Storytimesof Facebook Storytimesof Facebook Storytimesof Facebook Storytimes’ ’ ’ ’ which are gifts to nurture your spirit. You can also find which are gifts to nurture your spirit. You can also find which are gifts to nurture your spirit. You can also find which are gifts to nurture your spirit. You can also find 

worship and ministry of music recordings on our PUC Facebook Page and worship and ministry of music recordings on our PUC Facebook Page and worship and ministry of music recordings on our PUC Facebook Page and worship and ministry of music recordings on our PUC Facebook Page and 

YouTube Chanel.YouTube Chanel.YouTube Chanel.YouTube Chanel.        Please contact Rev M-B if  have any questions.    

‘O Holy Night’ 
TOMORROW NIGHT -  7 pm,  

Candles ~ Gentle Music ~ Words of Light & Hope 
 

On this Longest Night of Winter’s Solstice… We Gather 
 

This is a time and place for those if us who find the Christmas Season difficult,  
and those of us who are seeking a quiet and reflective place 

in the midst of the busyness of the season. 
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Group Subscription Offer. $25 a year. 
Please speak to Margaret Anne Dodson who will 

add your name to the PUC subscription list  
at this reduced rate. Save $8.84 a year.  

Join Us this Christmas Season 
for 12 nights of 

Facebook Storytimes 
SNUGGLE UP - PAUSE & ENJOY 

SOME OF REV. M-B’S FAVOURITE 

STORYBOOKS, READ TO YOU BY 

SOME OF YOUR FAVOURITE READERS ! 

LIKE US! Follow us! Share our PUC News & Events 

g @pictouunitedchurch 


